
Homily (notes) from Canon Philip Dyson 
Sunday 5th December 2021 - 2nd in Advent (Year C) 

Readings (Year C): 1st: Baruch 5:1-9. Psalm: 125. 2nd: Philippians 1:3-6. 8-11. Gospel: Luke 3:1-6. 
 

We’re familiar with the sight and sound of the ‘prophets of doom:’ those evangelists who stand on street 
corners painting a vivid portrait of the damnation that lies ahead of us; those with placards telling us the end is 
nigh; and those who are determined to look at the negative and destructive aspects of the world, and especially 
now with the new Omicron strain of the virus, we continue to be in uncertain times.  
 
In Advent it is good therefore to hear from the prophets of Israel.  Both Isaiah, quoted by Luke in the gospel 
and Baruch have a message of consolation.  They try to bring strength to those who are bowed down and hope 
to those who despair.  
 
Isaiah paints a powerful poetic vision of all seeing the salvation of God.  Baruch, would have been familiar with 
the Isaiah passage and echoes it in his own words, which Luke links with the work of John the Baptist.  
 
They do challenge the leaders and all people to turn away from their sin.  This is not done to humiliate but to 
liberate them from their foolish ways.  The ministry of comforting, of consolation, is not simply to put a patch 
over the wounds of Israel and say ‘there, there it’ll be alright.’  In all situations the prophets point to the saving 
acts of God in the past and direct the people forward to the liberation that God is already bringing. 
  
They look beyond the surface to the new shoots of life and hope that God is nurturing.  Rather than focusing on 
the tragic effects of human sinfulness the prophets are looking for the highway of God, for the levelling of the 
mountains and the filling in of valleys.  And encouraging the hearers to pick themselves up and walk upon 
God’s smooth pathway where they will experience the dawn of God’s presence. 
 
In a time of exile, Baruch called on the people to leave aside their dress of sorrow and live in gladness, because 
God will make a highway for them to walk again in freedom. 
 
This call is made to us today.  Though we live in strange exile with Covid, a valley of tears in this world, we 
have seen the salvation of God come near to us in Jesus Christ.  Like the people of Philippi we too have heard 
the good news of Jesus, born for us, and risen from the dead. 
 
Now it is our turn to be road builders and pathfinders for others.  To make a clear way for the Lord.  We do 
that, with his grace, when we take the initiative in loving, in goodness, in kindness, in joyfulness, in peace-
making, preparing the way of the Lord.  This Advent is the season to face whatever wilderness of life, for most 
it continues to be Covid, and show God’s presence and healing word.  
 
Into our wilderness Maranatha. 
 

Canon Philip Dyson 
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