
Homily (notes) from Canon Philip Dyson 
7th November 2021 - 32nd Sunday in ordinary time 

Readings (Year B): 1st: 1 Kings 17:10-16. Psalm: 145. 2nd: Hebrews 9:24-28.  Gospel: Mark 12:38-44. 
 

As soon as the commercial exploitation of Hallowe’en is over you can’t help but notice the next 
commercial push for Black Friday that few of us had even heard of until a few years ago. That plus the 
ever and on-going push for the commercial exploitation of the birth of Christ. 
 
We are all aware now of the rapid rise in prices of so much; we here especially in costs of materials for 
our on-going building work. Sitting beside the Temple treasury Jesus is doing a spot of ‘people 
watching’: it can be quite fascinating to see the variety of human beings passing by, and their differing 
styles. Religious officials in long robes made an impressive sight. People bow and make way for them. 
They are important people. Then the widow comes along. Nobody notices her. In fact Jesus has to call the 
attention of his disciples to this nobody, dropping a few coppers into the collection box. There is 
something he wants to say about this. 
 
What Jesus says is quite startling. ‘This woman has given more than anyone.’ It is a paradox. It is the very 
opposite of what appears to be happening. Throughout scripture widows were the epitome of destitution 
and powerlessness. Jesus makes a considerable impact on his hearers by lifting up an impoverished 
widow as a model of faithful generosity. 
 
 Jesus is telling us “Look carefully at what is going on here.” Well-to do people are giving very generous 
donations to keep the system going. This poor woman is placing her entire trust in God, because she has 
no one else to rely on. 
 
The widow is teaching us a lesson from life. What money she has is very little, but she knows that money 
alone will not save her, or bring her comfort. Her life is in God’s hands. She knows this. The disposition 
of her heart is to be generous. She trusts that God will not fail her.  
 
We have two Bible stories today which speak of unreasonable generosity. In the first reading Elijah, the 
great prophet, in a time of famine in Israel, asked a foreign woman to help him by cooking a meal for 
him. Didn’t Elijah have a bit of a cheek to ask the starving woman to do that? Of course Elijah was 
hungry, but did that make a difference? Given that the poor woman was a widow, it might seem strange 
that the prophet asked her, of all people to do this.  
 
Her generosity will in fact hasten her own death; she is literally loving another even at the cost of dying 
sooner than she might, – loving her neighbour as herself.  She was certainly rewarded by the prophet by 
being granted provisions that would last for the duration of the famine, until it was over.  Do hear those 
familiar words: ‘do not be afraid.’ 
 
Generosity is answered by generosity. We cannot but see her as a type of Christ, who gave all and 
received all, in dying and being raised to life.  
 
That is the chief point of the 2nd reading from Hebrews: the inward disposition of Christ which enabled 
his death to be the means of our salvation. He ‘offers himself’; it is his generous self-giving love.  
He gave all for love of God and humanity. And then he received all from God’s love, and rejoices when 
he receives our love. 
 
The widow in the gospel story acted with unreasonable generosity too, but without being asked. She gave 
all she had to live on; giving quietly, without fuss, without expecting to be noticed. She too, like the 
widow with Elijah has in effect offered her life to God. 
 
In times of hardship, in sad and sorrowful times, it is tempting to forget about the Lord. This is when we 
may need to listen to widows, those brave women who have known loss, and who have persevered in the 
love of God.  
 



 
Our Psalm today tells us God cares for all who suffer. We may not see his ways, and we may have to wait 
for his final reign; but we can trust him to save us. My soul give praise to the Lord. 
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